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INTRODUCTION
At the behest of the National Department of Agriculture, a Provincial Summit was held at Bela-Bela’s Forever Resort on the 13th of May 2010. This is a programme of action set to discuss the issues affecting the parties involved in the Agricultural sector, particularly the main actors who are the farmers (employers) and farm workers / dwellers (employees). The discussions will hopefully yield positive outcomes that will result with a well functioning, united and peaceful industry.
This is an initiative of the national Department of Agriculture, which commenced with provincial summits that will culminate with a national summit. The interest is mainly in bridging the gap that exist between the parties, to try and unify them which will result, with an industry that has focus on achieving common goals and objectives.

SUMMIT OBJECTIVES

The summit programme was initiated to discuss ways in which the lives of the vulnerable workers in the farming sector could be improved. The workers provided their grievances during deliberations, and answers were given from the farmers, the premier and other departments. All the departments that have a role to play in providing a service that is meant to make life better, were represented, and took note of the issues presented by the workers and employees with the promise that same will be addressed.

One of the issues raised by workers as a fact that precipitates conflict, was the lack of communication between the parties, particularly coming from the employers’s side. The workers requested that employers should learn to inform their workers of the difficulties that they face, so that workers will understand their situation. This should be done vice versa. Both parties should learn about the other’s situation in order to appreciate the difficulties they face.
IMPEDIMENTS TOWARDS UNITY AND PROGRESS

At face value, the deliberations show that, the parties are on the same footing on the impediments that are on the way to achieving unity of purpose and direction within the sector. It is clear that the issue is the fact that both the primary actors on the scene are working towards opposing directions.
The parties are not united in achieving an objective of making the industry viable, successful and progressive. The employer only cares about improving production and increasing profit, while the employee cares about having a better standard of living.

Each party should be willing to walk a mile in the other’s shoes in order to appreciate how far the other has walked and the difficulties that they face in their daily lives. Some of the complaints presented by the farm workers/dwellers included the following:
· The lack of respect and proper treatment by farmers.

· Lack of proper housing fit for human habitation and ablution facilities.

· The fact that they have to pay rent for housing on farms, while the housing itself is not good enough for human.

· The unavailability of basic amenities.

· Travelling long distances on foot to work or paying large amounts for transport to the farmer, while their salaries are so little.

RESOLUTIONS TAKEN

Of great significance, to come out of the summit was the realization by the state, from the speech by the Premier, of the difficulties the farm workers and dwellers work and live under. This realization was also accepted by the farmers/employers organization represented at the summit.

Both parties acknowledged that it is unacceptable that the vulnerable people have to live and work under the prevailing conditions and that it was the responsibility of both these parties to ensure that those deemed to be vulnerable have access to basic conditions that will make their lives better. 

Whatever resources that are available should be utilised in the best interest of those living and working on farms. A pledge on the resolutions was taken by those present at the summit. The terms included in the pledge and the signatories are the following:
PLEDGE ADOPTED AT THE FARM WORKERS SUMMIT: 13 MAY 2010

We, the people of Limpopo Province, duly representing our respective organizations do hereby acknowledge that;

· We will ensure that the employer and employee in the farming community have the joint responsibility and accountability to ensure sustainable food production and food security;

· There are challenges facing the farming communities involving both the farm owners and farm workers in respect of various rights and responsibilities provided in our RSA Constitution;

· Some of the rights entrenched in the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa Act 108 of 1996 include the right for everyone to be free from all forms of violence from either public or private sources;

· Everybody has the right to fair labour practice including the right to form and join the trade union, the right to form and join employers organizations;
· Everybody has a right to have access to housing, health care services, sufficient food and water and the right to social security including appropriate social assistance.

We therefore hereby pledge that we shall do all the necessary within the parameter of the law of the Republic of South Africa that we ensure that all the stakeholders make sure that the rule of law and provisions of the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa is observed and followed.

The pledge was done and signed at BELA-BELA on the 13 May 2010 by the following parties represented at the summit.

	Organizations

	FAWU

	AGRI-LIMPOPO

	TAUSA

	NAFU

	LDA

	DOL

	NKUZI

	DHSD

	SAHRC

	BBM

	

	


OBSERVATIONS ON SUMMIT OBJECTIVES

The objectives that were set to be achieved by the gathering at Bela-Bela are admirable and were a long time coming. While the discussions and deliberations were fruitful, the impression I got was that the topic was not adhered to. At the end the discussions were mostly about the Agricultural Sector as a whole, and the problems the sector faces. The issue of farm workers became one of the sub issues in the discussion about the Agricultural Sector.

Representation of other members of civil society was lacking. I was a member of the steering committee on the summit and was part of the decision makers on those to be invited. In hind sight I realise that members of civil society should have been part of this summit. The issues that affect the farming sector are of significance to the entire society and as such all members of the society should have been allowed to be represented at the summit.

A healthy, vibrant, peaceful Agricultural community is in the best interest of the entire republic. The whole society should be aware of the difficulties that farm workers face, work and live under on a daily basis. It is in the interest of all to know that those involved in this sector are happy with their lives.   
