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1. Summary

This will be a study of children living on farms in Limpopo province of South Africa. It is an attempt to understand the perspective of children living on farms. The research was conducted around Limpopo province in the Vembe and Waterberg District municipalities and specifically within the Makhado and Blouburg Municipalities. Children who speak the three dominating native languages of Limpopo province namely: Sepedi, Tshivenda and Tsonga were interviewed. The age of the children was between seven (7) and fifteen (15) and both female and males were interviewed.

Children were interviewed about their experience of in the farms and general issues that affect their day-to-day activities. Individual and Group discussions with the children were conducted.  Parents, farm schoolteachers around the targeted areas were also interviewed to find out their view on the issues of children on farms. 
2. Problem statement

 Child labour is perhaps the most disturbing and insidious practice associated with children living on farms. There is much evidence to suggest that children living on farms are being systematically exploited. Until 1988, farmers were entitled to withdraw children from farm schools to work on their farms. Now more than 15 years of democracy despite, being illegal the practice continues.

It is not only child labour that can be associated with children living on farms there are other number of things that directly and indirectly affect their livelihoods. The hardships children face is enormous. The extreme poverty conditions they live under, their parents’ precarious tenure on land, and poorly resourced police services that are unable to deliver prompt assistance to children who may face sexual, physical, emotional and financial abuse from their superiors, all affect the enjoyment of children’s right to life of dignity as enshrined in the South African constitution.
This study attempts to understand the perspective of children living on farms.

3. Description of the study area
Limpopo province is situated in the northernmost part South Africa it borders onto Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Botswana, making it the ideal entrance to Africa. During the apartheid era its population was divided along ethnic lines. This was done through the forced location of people, based on their ethnic classification, into the apartheid created Bantustans of Gazankulu, Venda, Kwadebele or Lebowa. 

Limpopo Province has the fourth largest population in South Africa and is estimated at 5.5 million of which 54.6% is women, 45.4% is men and youth at 39.4%. 97 % of the population is blacks. It is considered to be a poor province with approximately 87% of its people living in rural areas and with 23% of households having no access to piped water. The unemployment rate is at 48.8%, the HIV infection is at 21.5 %. Unemployment in the province is estimated at 35, 6%. The area is mostly over-crowded former Bantustans or on farms owned by white farmers.
The province, which is predominantly rural, is divided into five district municipalities, namely: Capricorn, Mopani, Sekhukhune, Vhembe and Waterberg. Each district municipality is further demarcated into five local municipalities giving a total of twenty-five.   We concentrated on the Makhado and Blouberg Local Municipalities.
Makhado Municipal Area 

Makhado Municipality is located in the northern part of Limpopo Province that is the most northerly province in South Africa, bordering Botswana in the west, Mozambique in the east and Zimbabwe to the north The total municipal land area is 1,600,000 ha and the total population of Makhado is around 490,000. According to Statistics South Africa, 23% of the population is economically active and 77% is economically inactive. The majority of the population lives in rural areas and rural areas are the most underdeveloped. The largest percentage of the rural black population between the ages of 15 – 65 comprises women. This can be attributed to the fact that many men are involved in migrant labour. A large proportion of the population is youthful indicating faster population growth. 

The economy of Makhado can be considered a dual economy, as it comprises two distinct elements i.e. the sophisticated economy of the town Makhado (formerly Louis Trichardt) and surrounding commercial farms on the one side and more informal economies and peasant agriculture of surrounding villages and townships. Most of the rural people are resident in those areas, which were part of the former Gazankulu and Venda homelands. The biggest industry in Makhado is agriculture (including fruit production, forestry, livestock, maize and game farming), tourism is also seen as having potential for the future, and the service sector based around government services and retail shops contributes significantly to the local economy. 
Makhado is a rural municipality with a vast area of farmland and as a result there are many farm dwellers mostly living with insecure tenure on commercial farms. These are the farms from which the majority of the people in the municipal area were removed under the previous apartheid government’s racially discriminatory laws and practices. These communities are now living on communal land, which they do not have full ownership of, it is state land held in trust by the minister of agriculture and land affairs on behalf of the black communities. In this area research was carried on a restituted farm called Masakona, Levubu
Blouberg Munipal Area.

The Blouberg Municipal area covers an area of approximately 5054sqkm. The area will increase after the formalization of the incorporation of Tolwe and Vivo within the jurisdiction of Blouberg. The Blouberg area is situated plus minus 95km from Polokwane.  It is an area that covers a wide geographic area right up to the Botswana border.  As the Limpopo Province and Capricorn District in particular is a territory characterized by high levels of unemployment and chronic degrees of household poverty, the Blouberg area also has the country’s lowest levels of income. The Blouberg area has 18 wards with a population estimated at 161 322.

The inhabitants of the area are mostly the Bahananwa people, Batlokwa people, and a small portion of Vha-Venda, as well as Afrikaans and English speaking in the rural farms. The area has a rich history of physical resistance to the early 19th century Boer colonial incursion. The introduction of the Bantustan and trust systems met with unabated community disapproval.  The consequences of this particular stance resulted in both the central and Bantustan governments starving the communities around Blouberg of basic infrastructures and related development needs.  Hence, it is today one of the least developed regions of the province.

The main agricultral practice is growing of bananas, and other citrus fruits.
A large percentage of the population is still under 21 years of age.  This will mean a lot of social spending. The said number of people will pose an economic challenge to the Municipality, as jobs will have to be created to absorb the ever-increasing number of entrants to the job market.  The youth represents quite a substantial number of the unemployed and that means a very high dependency ratio.  This mainly due to migration to towns and cities of which Gauteng is a popular destination.
Poverty levels at Blouberg are very high.  This brings with it a number of social factors.  A large number of households survive with an annual income that is under R18 000-00.  One of the biggest problems is the migrant labour system.  In the past women headed a substantial number of households as men had to go and make a living elsewhere, particularly in Gauteng.  The trend nowadays is for households to be headed by children, as women also tend to go after their husbands.  This has had a negative social impact on the lives of the children as they have to grapple with independence and the effects of the moral decay prevalent today.

(Source: Blouberg IDP 2007/8) 
The majority of the people in Blouberg are illiterate. This large number of people comprises children as they make up the largest percentage of the population. In this area research was conducted with childeren on three farm schools:Baltimore, Saltlake and Tolwe. These farms were in close proximaty of each other ( 20 km radius) and easy accessable. 
The fundamental challenge for land reform is delivery of land at scale and ensuring improved livelihoods through creating and enabling environment for new land owners to succeed with land based economic activities. The delivery of effective services to meet this challenge is hampered by the current institutional arrangements governing the delivery of services by the state. Land reform is the responsibility of the National Department of Rural Development and Land (DRDL). Falling under the DRDL is a provincial land reform office that deals with tenure reform and redistribution. Agriculture and the delivery of agriculture support services are handled by a provincial department of Agriculture that is accountable to a provincial cabinet and legislature. The municipality (local government) is responsible for development coordination, some infrastructure programmes and the delivery of other local services such as water and electricity. Municipalities are supposed to coordinate development in their areas through Integrated Development Plans (IDPs)
, but the current IDPs in most municipalities, including Makhado, say almost nothing about land reform and definitely nothing about services to farm dwellers.  Also involved in the critical issues of water delivery is the national Department of Water Affairs and Forestry. Currently there is little effective coordination between these various state institutions let alone coordination with other non-government structures to service the farming communities effectively.
4. Methodology
The approach was to have individual interviews followed by focus groups discussions and they the primary target. Focus group discussions were also conducted with parent, and teachers. It was difficult to children on farm, but easier to get them at schools. It aslo created opportunities to interview the teachers. The principals were kind enough to let us interview the children during breaks.  With the parent it was more difficult for most of them are working during the day, but we were able to get sesanla workers, unemployed and pensioners. 
5. Results of Interviews
This research was conducted with 25 children- aging 7 to 15, 13 male and 12 females, 6 parents, and 6 teachers.

5.1.1  Displacement  and eviction of farm dwellers
Due to the insecure tenure of farm dwellers most of them are due to leave from one place to some become displaced out of their own chioce and where forced or evicted off farms by the owner or person in charge. In a study conducted by Social Survys and Nkuzi in 2005 it was found that “of the 4.2 million that were displaced from farms, 12% found accommodation on other farms with the remaing 3.7 million having left the farms all together” (Wegerif, Russel and Grundling 2005:43). The survey also found that the women and children that are directly affected by evictions. It further found that almost half of the children are under the age of 18 (Wegerif, Russel and Grundling 2005:49).  It was not suprising to find in this instance that most of the children have moved at least once in their lives, mostly more than twice. Mr. Mabitsi Matome from the school in Tolwe said that their experience was that those children who left school because of evictions never come back to ask for tranfer papers or they were never contacted by other schools for transferals or references.
5.1.2  Lack of Transportation
80% of services are inaccesable because of distance.  90% children are walking to school more than 8 km.- The majority of children (15) walk to school and it takes them more than 30 minutes. In Tolwe this the main reason for dropping out of school and absentism during winter. Walking these distance are very dangrous and parents fear  for  their children who fall victim to sexual abuse, kidnaping for ritual purposes and now more so for traficking them for prostitution. To go town they either hitch hike or catch a lift that can be very expensive.
5.1.3  Health 
Most of the children have been affected by flu and to a lesser extend toncilitis. Half of the children knew about HIV/AIDS, but in Masakona Levubu none of the respondence knew anything about the desease. 

In Saltlake and Nante Baltimore they get service by a mobile clinic, but in Tolwe and levubu they have go to the nearby clinic. The nearest clinic is between 1 and 5 km, which can be accessed by the majority of children still the majority needs to walk to the clinic.
They never go to private doctor and might see one the hospital that are between 50 – 120 km far from where they live.
5.1.4 Infrustructure and Basic Service Provision
The 75% of the children live in zozos (shacks) and  Batimore  and have no access to electricity,  the  65% of them get water from communal water tanks and at times those tanks go empty for more then 2 days. The municipalty  bring water with water-truck  and fill the tanks by pumping from the truck into the tanks. On all farms they use pit latrines or the veld. At Tolwe school they are have flush toilets. Although the school building at Tolwe is better it needs, like both the school at Saltlake and Baltimore, serious upgrading.At Saltlake the office is under a tree. 
5.1.5  Basic Nutrition
The main meal for all children is lunch that is served at school. All teachers agree that it is the motivation that keep the children at school.  At Saltlake and Baltimore there is little to non dropouts since this is for the majority the only filling meal the kids will have. Pap is the common food. Hardly any parent is producing food but instead buy food such as maize, flour, tinned foods and vegetables from local shops and the nearest owns.

5.1.6  Households
The average family consists of 8 members, mostly sharing a room in a shack and 75% of them sleep on the floor. Household income is earned by working on the farms. Only 1-2 house hould members are working. 
6. Findings
The environment of  childen  living on farms are not condusive for their development in its totality.  They have a few if any role models that act as catalyst for their own advancement. In Tolwe,e.g., a tavern is just outside the school yard where they see their dropout peers drinking and having ‘fun’and having money while they must toil in school. They live under extreemly harsh conditions that make all of them want to leave the farms for a ‘better’life in town. Although, according to teachers and at their own admission many of the older children are working on farms anyway. The children at Baltimore and Saltlake only have their peers who join them to school for that valued meal and donot have such a high dropout rate. However none of the teachers at all the schools could vouch for any learner who has made it beyond matric. As a result even the schools are not a state to encourage advancement beyond its dilapidated books and walls. 
The children are constantly exposed to exploitation and violence of the owner towards the farmdwellers and violence by both the parents and neighbours, which are most of the times not appropriately addressed and often find themselves to be victims. 

The children’s rights are directly affected by the insecurity of tenure of their parents and have seen their lives at times rudely interrupted and find themselves uprooted to start a new life of uncertainty and insecurity, which may include the end of their schooling career. Two such cases happened in Tolwe.
Schooling is the most severe problem, especially distance to schools and food insecurity in two of the schools Most effected is the schools at Saltlake and the children  living in Levubu because they have to walk long distances. 
In the focus group all of the children saw themselves futhering their studies tertiary level. Some saw themselves being docters, teachers, police officers, teachers and nurses.

Food security:is limited due to lack of dietary diversityand  vitamins.  
None of the owners of the land has contributed to the improvement of live of these farm dwellers:
The beneficiaries of the restituted farms in  Masakona and  Levubu: are without proper support from government and are struggling to keep land use activities alive for themselves 
(they have also been ran in their strategic partner)  that they give little to no attention to farmdwellers and their condition on their farm. It was the only farm where   two of theinterviewees were not attending school.
In the case of the redistributed land for Nante Baltimore the families there were only given land on their eviction by the then named DLA with no infrustructure development or any other support other then tents and two water tanks 10 years ago. They work on a seasonal basis and some times have nothing to feed their families with. They now live in an old shop and shacks. They are still awaiting development promised to them by government. To add to their misery they have to at times do without  water for 2-3 days since the municipality provide them with water only every two weeks. These children don’t wash themselves on these days and their parents can’t cook for them and thus the school becomes their only salvage. The children generally posessed only one set of clothing for uniforms and were mostly without shoes. They were certainly the poorest of the groups that were interviewed. 
On the Tolwe and Saltlake private owned land some of these children had it better( the Tolwe ones more then the Saltlake ones). But this only the case in as their parents do not clash with the farmer. These children have all indicated that they would leave the farms as soon as it was possible to go and stay in town. These children are staying further from school the than others.When it come to nutrational status The children looked better fed and dressed than others in this regard Tolwe would be first, Saltlake second, Masakona third and Nante Baltimore fourth.
7. Recommendations
To Government

· Devise strategies that will proactively acquire land and developmental support that will create condusive and secure and safe environment for farm children to growup in.
· To strengthen and implement laws that will guarantee the creation of such an environment on and off farms.

· To improve existing infrastructure, tranportation and access to basic service to acceptable  humane standards of living

· In order to address the school infrustructure backlog, three main steps need to be employed by the Department of Basic Eduction namely: continually tracking and quantifying the backlog; develop an appropriate and new national policy and legislative framework – including planning, prioritising, and establishing benchmarks against which progress can be measured and lastly an effective and accountable implementation plan.

Farm Owners

· To commit to work with government to make the strategies for land reform to pay off.

· To adhere to laws that will help to create an enabling environment for development the full potential of children on farms

· To improve infrustrature, access to basic services for and honouring of rights of farm dwellers

8. Conclusion
 In part, it is in the historical context  of apartheid that the on current situation on these farms must be understood. However it has been sixteen years since the political transition with little significant progress having been made with respect to the inequalities that exist on these farms and urban areas. There is a significant body of research that demonstrates a clear lingk between improvements in school infrustructure  contributed to improved learner performance.
 The hardships that farm children endure is inhuman and totally unacceptable, for no child should be subjected such autrocious conditions.  These problems are not new and are well documented  and government is aware of it. These children also have dreams for betterment in their lives It is for government together with civil society and all other actors to truly work for the improvement on live on farms for our children. The continuation of this important work is a must since we have only begun to unvail the circumstances that these children face and we have not start to make a difference yet. There is a need to make further linkages to: social protection, education and food security. There is also a need to deepen our knowledge base, widen the scope  of the reseach, building links to government and other sectors and to develop thought about how to faiclitate  the organisation of children. 
� Integrated Development Planning (IDP) is one of the key tools for local government to tackle its developmental role. It is meant to arrive at decisions on issues such as municipal budgets, land management, promotion of local economic development and institutional transformation in a consultative, systematic and strategic manner.





�  This was findings from surveys conducted by the Sother African Consortium for Measuring Education Qaulity (2005)


                                  





It is important that all relevant stakeholders, including those living on farms like parents and neighbours, work together to improve the living conditions of children living on farms.
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