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Background
• History of colonial and apartheid era land dispossession

• 1955 Freedom Charter: “The Land Shall Be Shared Among 
Those Who Work It!”

• The Surplus People’s Project found in 1983 that 3.5 million 
people had been forcibly removed in the previous 23 years 
(1960 – 1983).  Of these the largest group, 1.1 million, were 
removed from white farms

• Today millions (2.9 million in census 2001) of Black South 
Africans still live on farms owned by other, mostly white, 
owners and face human rights abuses including evictions

• 1996 Constitution: “No one may be evicted from their home, or 
have their home demolished, without an order of court”
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Background cont…

• Land reforms since 1994 aimed to deal with the land issue and 
included new legislation to deal with farm tenure (ESTA,LTA). 

• Programmes are being implemented by government and NGOs (e.g. 
Rural Legal Trust, National Farm Dweller Programme)

• It had been impossible to properly assess the impact of these 
interventions as there has been no adequate data available

“It is nearly impossible to attach a figure to the total number of evictions 
taking place” Parliamentary Portfolio Committee, 2000

“There are very few statistics available to assess the advancement and 
protection of human rights in farming communities” SAHRC, 2003
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Meaning of Citizenship

• All definitions of citizenship include rights, and privileges 
and the entitlement of citizens to the protection of the 
state. 

• In a democratic state citizen rights are extended to 
include the right to vote, freedom of expression and 
association, freedom to travel, etc. (however, these 
rights are dependent on access to certain resources.)

• “Then, democracy….it seems, a sweet regime,    
dispensing a certain equality to equals and unequals
alike. (Socrates)

• Impossible to enjoy privileges of citizenship when there 
is poverty and insecurity. 

• Poverty of resources leads to poverty of rights and denial 
of citizenship.
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Do Farm Dwellers Enjoy the Benefits 
of Citizenship?
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Evictions Survey

Overall objective:
To obtain accurate information on the extent, nature and impact of 

evictions from farms, to be used in developing future legislative and 
programmatic interventions. 

• An initiative of Nkuzi, implemented in partnership with Social 
Surveys

• Assessing evictions from farms in 21 years from 1984 to 2004

• Financed by Atlantic Philanthropies, Foundation for Human Rights, 
Open Society Foundation and DLA (USAID)

• Not intended as attack on government policies, but done in 
collaboration with government to inform policy debates
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People Displaced and Evicted from Farms

1,586,3573,715,619Permanently off farms

1,679,4174,183,427Total

93,060467,808Now on other farms

942,3032,351,0861994 to end 2004

737,1141,832,3411984 to end 1993

Evicted 
from farms

Displaced 
from farms
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Who is Being Evicted?

Average monthly incomes of full-time 
farm employees by gender
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Education levels of adult evictees

• Evictees are vulnerable members of our society, typically having low 
levels of education and low incomes even when working
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Assistance for Farm Dwellers Facing Eviction

83% of evictees 
did not know 

where to go for 
assistance

Two thirds of 
evictees wanted 
assistance when 

evicted

With low education levels, lack of resources and poor awareness regarding 
their rights few evictee households were able to obtain assistance
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Court Evictions

• ESTA Review of Magistrate Court Cases at Land Claims Court: 645 
to end 2004, approx 25% set aside and 75% confirmed

• Other ESTA and LTA Cases at Land Claims Court approx 525 
(these are not all evictions), there is inadequate data at the LCC

• Land owners are getting better at using ESTA to evict and doing so 
with no alternative accommodation

• Still a problem of legal representation in court. e.g. in first half of 
2005 LCC confirmed on review 7 evictions from Worcester 
Magistrate - 6 of these were undefended default judgments

• Farm dwellers have limited knowledge of their rights and even more 
importantly don’t have/know a place where they can get assistance

Only 1% of evictions 
involved court processes
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Length of Stay on Farms

• 56.1% of evicted children were born on the farm

• 14.9% of evicted adults were born on the farm

• Those affected are not transient workers, many uprooted by eviction 
are families with long histories on the land

349 72241.2%> 15 years

146 98417.3%11 – 15 years

234 83727.6%5 – 10 years

118 26313.9%< 5 years

Number of adult 
evictees

Proportion of adult 
evictees

Length of stay on 
farm before eviction
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Impact of Evictions

• Circumstances immediately after evictions are often 
devastating until people can reestablish themselves

• In the long run evictees find themselves with better 
access to services such as schools, tap water, shops, 
electricity.

• Evictees have to pay far more for services off-farm and 
lose access to natural resources on farms. For example 
40% of Households had access to firewood on the farm 
compared to only 10% afterwards.
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Impact

73.3%40.6%No

26.759.4Yes

HHs growing maize

Adults Employed

HHs with livestock

52.4%

47.7%

60.3%

39.7%

Yes

No

69.0%79.70%No

31.0%20.30%Yes

HHs growing vegetables

90.7%55.20%No

9.3%44.80%Yes

Off farm - after 
eviction

Farm - prior to 
eviction

Black Farmers Are Being 
Forced Off The Land!
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Land Reforms Undermined by Evictions

90 282
Restitution
No information on how many farm dwellers

199 611Farm Dweller HHs Evicted 1994 - 2004 

164 185
Total HHs That Gained Land or Tenure 
Security from Land Reform, up to July 2005

7 543Tenure for Farm Dwellers (ESTA + LTA)

66 360Redistribution
No information on how many farm dwellers

Beneficiary 
Households
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Are evictees interested in land?

• 27.5% of evicted households would prefer to stay on a farm; the life 
and work on farms is what they know

• In addition many of the reasons for not wanting to stay on a farm 
relate to the problematic conditions and relations on farms:

– Over 40% do not want to be on farms due to lack of freedom, 
poor treatment by farmer, bad working conditions and threat of 
further evictions

– 16% do not want to be on farm due to lack of facilities such as 
schools



NKUZIDEVELOPMENT
ASSOCIATION

Consolidation of Apartheid Geography

• Since 1994 almost 1 million black people forced off “white farms”

• 48% are in townships, mostly in the poorer sections

• 30% are in informal settlements

• 14% in former homelands

• There is currently no provision or planning for the proper 
accommodation of people from farms.

• There are almost no planned settlements for farm dwellers in 
farming areas
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Evictions Contributing to Urbanisation

20.1%Kwazulu Natal

7.1%Free State

8.8%North West

22.4%Gauteng

8.3%Mpumalanga

9.7%Limpopo

2.2%Northern Cape

10.7%Eastern Cape

10.6%Western Cape

Current Locations 
- after evictions

Province

• 67.3% of evictees have ended up in urban centres
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Government’s Response to Farm Evictions

• Created policy and law – ESTA, LTA, LRA
• Set up some new institutions to implement: LCC, 

LCC
• Have relied on non-transformed institutions 

(Magistrates and High courts; local police)
• Support given to RLT/LAB/DLA pilot project to ensure 

legal services are available
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What more is needed from Government

• Dedicated budget for implementation of a 
sustainable programme (not just ESTA)

• Proactive identification of farm dwellers and 
confirmation of their rights

• Improved monitoring and evaluation:
• DLA offices must be measured on farm tenure work;
• Better data gathering and monitoring of court 

decisions.

• Moratorium on evictions
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Remaining Challenges

• It is clear that a multi-pronged approach is needed to:

• Tighten up legislation;

• Implement a well resourced programme of information 
dissemination and enforcement; and

• Proactively create new sustainable settlements.

• Separate tenure and employment rights

• It is about creating a new dispensation in farming areas 
that includes commercial farms, small farms and new 
settlements for farm dwellers

• Transformation of existing power relations in rural areas 
needed
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Causes of evictions
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Job related reasons for evictions

Those Working on Farm

Non-Working Farm
Dwellers

• Over two thirds of evictions were work related whether the affected 
person was working on the farm or not


